
IELTS B2 - Mindset for IELTS Level 2 

Minimum Intended Programme Learning Outcomes (MIPLOs): 

1 Oral 

Comprehension 

Can understand standard language or a familiar variety, live or broadcast, on both familiar and unfamiliar 

topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational life.  

Can understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex discourse on both concrete 

and abstract topics delivered in standard language or a familiar variety, including technical discussions. 

Can follow extended discourse and complex lines of argument, provided the topic is reasonably familiar, 

and the direction of the argument is signposted by explicit markers. 

2 Reading 

Comprehension 

Can read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speed of reading to different texts and 

purposes, and using appropriate reference sources selectively. Has a broad active reading vocabulary, but 

may experience some difficulty with low-frequency idioms. 

3 Oral Production Can give clear, systematically developed descriptions, with appropriate highlighting of significant points, 

and relevant supporting detail. 

Can give clear, detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects, expanding and supporting ideas with 

subsidiary points and relevant examples. 

4 Written 

Production 

Can produce clear, detailed texts on a variety of subjects, synthesising and evaluating information and 

arguments from a number of sources. 

5 Oral Interaction Can use the language fluently, accurately and effectively on a wide range of general, academic, vocational 

or leisure topics, marking clearly the relationships between ideas. Can communicate spontaneously with 

good grammatical control without much sign of having to restrict what they want to say, adopting a level 

of formality appropriate to the circumstances. 

Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction, and sustained 

relationships with users of the target language, quite possible without imposing strain on either party. 

6 Written 

Interaction 

Can express news and views effectively in writing, and relate to those of others 

7 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies  - 

Reception 

Can use a variety of strategies to achieve comprehension, including watching out for main points and 

checking comprehension by using contextual clues. 



  

Identifying Cues 

and Inferring 

8 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies- 

Production 

  

Planning 

Can plan what is to be said and the means to say it, considering the effect on the recipient(s). 

9 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies - 

Production 

  

Compensating 

Can use circumlocution and paraphrase to cover gaps in vocabulary and structure. 

Can address most communication problems by using circumlocution, or by avoiding difficult expressions. 

10 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies  - 

Interaction 

  

TurnTaking 

Can intervene appropriately in discussion, exploiting appropriate language to do so. Can initiate, maintain 

and end discourse appropriately with effective turntaking. 

Can initiate discourse, take their turn when appropriate and end conversation when they need to, though 

they may not always do this elegantly. 

Can use stock phrases (e.g. “That’s a difficult question to answer”) to gain time and keep the turn while 

formulating what they want to express. 

11 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies  - 

Interaction 

  

Cooperating 

Can summarise the point reached at a particular stage in a discussion and propose the next steps 

12 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies  - 

Interaction 

  

Can ask follow-up questions to check that they have understood what someone intended to say, and get 

clarification of ambiguous points. 

Can ask for explanation or clarification to ensure they understand complex, abstract ideas. 

Can formulate follow-up questions to a member of a group to clarify an issue that is implicit or poorly 

articulated. 



Asking for 

clarification 

13 Communicative 

Language 

Strategies  - 

Interaction 

  

Monitoring and 

Repair 

Can often retrospectively self-correct their occasional “slips” or non-systematic errors and minor flaws 

in sentence structure. 

Can correct slips and errors that they become conscious of, or that have led to misunderstandings.  

14 Linguistic 

Competence 

  

General 

Linguistic Range 

Can express themselves clearly without much sign of having to restrict what they want to say. 

Has a sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions, express viewpoints and develop 

arguments without much conspicuous searching for words/signs, using some complex sentence forms to 

do so. 

15 Linguistic 

Competence 

  

Phonological 

Control 

Can generally use appropriate intonation, place stress correctly and articulate individual sounds clearly; 

accent tends to be influenced by the other language(s) they speak, but has little or no effect on 

intelligibility 

16 Sociolinguistic 

Competence 

Can recognise and interpret sociocultural/sociolinguistic cues and consciously modify their linguistic 

forms of expression in order to express themselves appropriately in the situation. 

Can express themselves confidently, clearly and politely in a formal or informal register, appropriate to 

the situation and person(s) concerned. 

Can adjust their expression to make some distinction between formal and informal registers but may not 

always do so appropriately. 

Can express themselves appropriately in situations and avoid crass errors of formulation. 
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Week 1 – content (pg. 8 – 20): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to reading and writing.  

 Topics – Unit 1: The man-made environment. 

 Reading  

- Exam skills; short answer questions, sentence completion. 

- Subskills & Strategies; skimming, scanning, understanding and producing paraphrase. 

- Language focus; vocabulary to describe places, present simple and present continuous. 

 Writing  

- Exam skills; charts and diagrams (Part 1) 

- Subskills & Strategies; selecting key features, using accurate data, describing trends. 

- Language focus; adjectives and adverbs to describe trends. 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 1): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Reading: skim read a text to better understand the main ideas.* 

 B. Reading: paraphrase key vocabulary items from a text. 

 C. Writing: recognize the key features of a graph or diagram.* 

 D. Language: employ a range of adjectives and adverbs when describing trends. 

 

  



Week 2 – content (pg 21 – 33): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 
B2), with specific focus given to listening, speaking and reading. 

 Topics – Unit 1: The man-made environment/ Unit 2: Leisure and Recreation 

 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; Short answer Qs (Part 1), Multiple Choice Qs (Part 1) 

- Subskills & Strategies; listening for specific information, dealing with distractors, dealing with complex numbers, dealing with 

complex spelling. 

- Language focus; vocabulary for describing properties. 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; common speaking topics (Part 1). 

- Subskills & Strategies; responding to Wh- questions, thinking of more information, responding to yes/no Qs, thinking of new 

ideas. 

- Language Focus; vocabulary to describe places, syllabus stress. 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; multiple choice Qs 

- Subskills & Strategies; Identifying facts and opinions, global understanding of texts. 

- Language focus; past simple and past continuous, vocabulary to describe sports. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 2): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Listening: listen for specific information in an IELTS listening task. 
 B. Speaking: respond appropriately to short answer questions on a range of common topics. 

 C. Speaking: give extra information when responding to yes/no questions. 

 D. Reading: identify facts and opinions in an IELTS text. 



 

  



 

Week 3 – content (pg 34 –47): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to writing, listening and speaking. 

 Topics – Unit 2: Leisure and Recreation 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; 2 diagrams/ charts in one question (Part 1). 

- Subskills & Strategies; structuring your answer, comparing data, choosing relevant information. 

- Language focus; comparatives  

 Listening 

- Exam skills; completion tasks (Part 2), matching tasks (Part 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; listening to and understanding directions, matching descriptions with people, places and things, 

classifying. 

- Language focus; vocabulary for directions, vocabulary for sport and free time. 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; Opinions about sport (Parts 1 & 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; paraphrasing responses, adding connecting words, providing detailed responses. 

- Language focus; connecting words, talking about sport, sentence stress and intonation. 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 3): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Writing: structure an answer appropriately in response to an IELTS Writing Task 1 question. 
 B. Listening: listen to and understand directions. 

 C. Speaking: use a range of appropriate phrases to demonstrate “like” or “dislike” for something. 

 D. Speaking: use connecting words while speaking to connect two parts of a sentence. 



 

  



 

Week 4 – content (pg 48 – 62): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 

 Topics – Unit 3: The News and Media 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; matching information. 

- Subskills & Strategies; identifying different types of information. 

- Language focus; passives. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; describing a process (Part 1). 

- Subskills & Strategies; planning your answer, interpreting scientific and technical diagrams. 

- Language focus; time markers, the passive, verbs for process tasks. 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; multiple choice Qs (Part 3). 

- Subskills & Strategies; identifying speakers and opinions, understanding speakers’ attitudes, understanding distractors, 

recognising paraphrase. 

- Language focus; current affairs topics. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 4): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Reading: identify different types of information in a text (e.g. opinion, reaction etc.) 
 B. Writing: accurately describe a process. 
 C. Writing: employ a range of “time markers” to help structure sentences. 

 D. Listening: recognise paraphrase when listening to an audio recording. 



 

  



 

Week 5 – content (pg 63 – 78): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 Topics – Unit 3: The News and Media/ Unit 4: Travel and Transport 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; news and media (Part 1), describing an event (Part 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; expressing your feelings, paraphrasing a news story, reporting a news story. 

- Language focus; vocabulary about the media, passives. 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; matching headings. 

- Subskills & Strategies; using the main ideas in paragraphs, recognising synonyms. 

- Language focus; present continuous, present perfect simple, present perfect continuous, past simple, vocabulary of travel and 

transport. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; changes to a map (Part 1). 

- Subskills & Strategies; map reading, grammatical accuracy in writing tasks, coherence and cohesion in writing tasks. 

- Language focus; vocabulary for describing change, vocabulary for describing map features. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 5): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Speaking: express my feelings on a given topic. 
 B. Speaking/Grammar: use the passive voice to talk about a news story. 
 C. Reading: match a list of headings to different paragraphs in an article. 
 D. Writing:  demonstrate coherence and cohesion when organising information related to a map. 



Week 6 – content (79 – 86): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to listening and speaking. This week will also contain a mid-course assessment. 

 Topics – Unit 4: Travel and Transport 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; matching Qs (Part 3), multiple choice Qs (Part 3). 

- Subskills & Strategies; identifying different functions, identifying the subject of a conversation. 

- Language Focus; language of suggesting, complaining, disagreeing and persuading. 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; travel and transport (Part 1 & Part 2).  

- Subskills & Strategies; preparing your answer for Part 2, dealing with follow-up questions. 

- Language focus; using sequencing words, pronouncing sequencing words. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 6): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Listening: identify the subject of a conversation. 

 B. Listening: identify a range of functions used by a speaker in an audio recording (e.g. complaining, persuading etc.). 

 C. Speaking: prepare notes on a given topic before speaking at length about it. 

 D. Speaking: use sequencing words to structure an oral explanation. 

  

  



 

Week 7 – content (pg. 87 – 100):  

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 
B2), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 

 Topics – Unit 5: Business and Work 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; matching features, matching sentence endings. 

- Subskills & Strategies; skimming and scanning, matching facts, opinions and theories with a person. 

- Language focus; future Will and Going to. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; advantages and disadvantages essay (Part 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; planning your answer, analysing the task, brainstorming the task, structuring your ideas. 

- Language focus; vocabulary to describe work tasks, linking words. 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; completion tasks (Part 4). 

- Subskills & Strategies; using notes to follow a lecture, identifying comparisons and contrasts, identifying correct notes. 

- Language focus; financial vocabulary, vocabulary for types of business. 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 7): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Reading: match facts, opinions and theories in a text with a given person. 

 B. Writing: plan a Writing Part 2 answer. 

 C. Writing: brainstorm ideas in relation to an advantages and disadvantages essay. 



 D. Listening: identify when a speaker is making comparison and contrasts in an audio recording. 

  



 

Week 8 – content (pg. 101 – 114): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 Topics – Unit 5: Business and Work/ Unit 6: The Natural Environment 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; work and business (Parts 1 & 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; extending the Part 2 task card. 

- Language focus; talking about wishes and intentions, talking about different kinds of work, contracting modal verbs. 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; Yes/ No/Not Given questions, summary completion. 

- Subskills & Strategies; matching statements to the writer’s views. 

- Language focus; vocabulary to describe the environment, so, too, either and neither, vocabulary for the environment. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; Agree or Disagree essay (Part 2).  

- Subskills & Strategies; including only relevant ideas, using an appropriate style, avoiding repetition. 

- Language focus; vocabulary for the environment. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 8): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Speaking: extend answers appropriately in relation to an IELTS Speaking Task 2. 

 B. Reading: Complete Yes/ No/Not Given questions to demonstrate understanding of a writer’s views. 

 C. Writing: ensure that only relevant ideas are included in a written task. 

 D. Writing: use appropriate language and information to express agreement or disagreement. 



  



 

Week 9 – content (115- 127): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to listening and speaking. 

 Topics – Unit 6: The Natural Environment 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; process diagram (Part 4), multiple choice (Part 4). 

- Subskills & Strategies; understanding signposting words.  

- Language focus; quantifiers. 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; the environment (Parts 2 & 3) 

- Subskills & Strategies; making timed notes, recognising and using different functions, expressing opinions in Part 3. 

- Language focus; talking about the environment, silent letters, vocabulary of certainty and doubt. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 9): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Listening: recognise a range of signposting words in an audio. 

 B. Listening: identify a range of quantifiers with countable and uncoutable nouns in an audio. 

 C. Speaking: make appropriate timed notes in relation to an IELTS Speaking Task 2 question. 

 D. Speaking: express opinions in relation to complex or abstract concepts. 

  



 

Week 10 – content (128 – 142): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 

 Topics – Unit 7: Education Systems 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; flow chart and diagram completion. 

- Subskills & Strategies; locate the answer quickly, understanding explanations. 

- Language focus; vocabulary related to higher education, modal verbs of obligation. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; discussion essay (Part 2) 

- Subskills & Strategies; organising your writing, expressing your opinion clearly, proofreading your writing. 

- Language focus; phrases for expressing your opinion. 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; completing charts and diagrams (Part 4), completing sentences (Part 3) 

- Subskills & Strategies; following conversations, understanding a description, using notes to follow a talk. 

- Language focus; vocabulary to describe stages of education. 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 10): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Reading: complete a flow chart accurately. 

 B. Writing: express my opinion clearly in a discussion essay. 

 C. Writing: proofread a piece of writing. 

 D. Listening: follow a conversation between two people while answering related questions. 



  



 

Week 11 – content (pg 143 – 157): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 Topics – Unit 7: Education Systems/ Unit 8: Festivals and Traditions 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; education (Parts 2 & 3) 

- Subskills & Strategies; reason, cause and effect in Part 3, giving reasons for your answer. 

- Language focus; talking about education, talking about cause and effect, making suggestions using modal verbs. 

 Reading 

- Exam skills; True/ False/ Not Given. 

- Subskills & Strategies; identifying Not Given answers. 

- Language focus; first and second conditionals. 

 Writing 

- Exam skills; problems and solutions essay (Part 2). 

- Subskills & Strategies; structuring your answer, writing introductions and conclusions, understanding the question, planning 

your answer. 

- Language focus; revision of tenses. 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 11): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Speaking: give reasons for my answer. 
 B. Speaking: speak about cause and effect. 

 C. Reading: identify where answers are “not given” in a connected text. 



 D. Writing: write an appropriate introduction and conclusion in relation to a problems and solutions essay. 

  



 

Week 12 – content (pg. 158 – 167): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 5.5 (CEFR Level: 

B2), with specific focus given to listening and speaking. 

 Topics – Unit 8: Festivals and Traditions 

 Listening 

- Exam skills; summary completion (Part 3), table completion (Part 3). 

- Subskills & Strategies; identifying key information, classifying key information. 

- Language focus; vocabulary to describe events. 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills; completing a full speaking test. 

- Subskills & Strategies; looking at both sides of the argument, discussing similarities and differences. 

- Language focus; comparing past and present, adjectives for celebrations, contrastive stress 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 12): 

I can, to a B2 level,... 

 A. Listening: complete a summary connected to an audio recording. 

 B. Listening: classify key information given in an audio recording. 

 C. Speaking: give both sides to an argument. 

 D. Speaking/Language: orally compare the past and present. 
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