
IELTS C1- Mindset for IELTS Level 3 

 Overall course objectives are formulated through MIPLOs (Minimum Intended Programme Learning Outcomes). These are 
learning outcomes i.e. statements of what any learner who completes the programme will be able to do and are based on the 
relevant CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) level. 

 These overall course objectives have been broken down into weekly MIMLOs (Minimum Intended Module Learning Outcomes). 
These are formulated as “Can do” statements, which lay out what students will be able to do by the end of each weekly module. 
All MIMLOs have been mapped onto the MIPLOs to ensure that there is coherence and that the overall course objectives can be 
achieved. 

MIPLOs 
By the end of the course learners... 

1 Oral Comprehension Can understand enough to follow extended discourse on abstract and complex topics beyond their own field, 

though they may need to confirm occasional details, especially if the variety is unfamiliar.  

Can recognise a wide range of idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms, appreciating register shifts.  

Can follow extended discourse even when it is not clearly structured and when relationships are only implied 

and not signalled explicitly.  

2 Reading 

Comprehension 

Can understand in detail lengthy, complex texts, whether or not these relate to their own area of speciality, 

provided they can reread difficult sections.  

Can understand a wide variety of texts including literary writings, newspaper or magazine articles, and 

specialised academic or professional publications, provided there are opportunities for rereading and they 

have access to reference tools.  

 

3 Oral Production Can give clear, detailed descriptions and presentations on complex subjects, integrating sub-themes, 

developing particular points and rounding off with an appropriate conclusion.  

4 Written Production Can produce clear, well-structured texts of complex subjects, underlining the relevant salient issues, 

expanding and supporting points of view at some length with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant 

examples, and rounding off with an appropriate conclusion.  



Can employ the structure and conventions of a variety of genres, varying the tone, style and register 

according to addressee, text type and theme.  

5 Oral Interaction Can express themselves fluently and spontaneously, almost effortlessly. Has a good command of a broad 

lexical repertoire allowing gaps to be readily overcome with circumlocutions. There is little obvious 

searching for expressions or avoidance strategies; only a conceptually difficult subject can hinder a natural, 

smooth flow of language.  

6 Written Interaction Can express themselves with clarity and precision, relating to the addressee flexibly and effectively.  

7 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Reception 

  

Identifying Cues and 

Inferring 

Is skilled at using contextual, grammatical and lexical cues to infer attitude, mood and intentions and 

anticipate what will come next.  

8 Communicative 

Language Strategies -

Production 

  

Planning 

Can, when preparing a more formal text, consciously adopt the conventions linked to the particular type of 

text concerned (e.g. structure, level of formality).  

9 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Production 

  

Compensating 

Can exploit their range of vocabulary options creatively so as to readily and effectively use circumlocution 

in almost all situations.  

10 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Interaction 

  

Turn Taking 

Can select a suitable phrase from a readily available range of discourse functions to preface their remarks 

appropriately in order to get the floor, or to gain time and keep the floor while thinking.  



11 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Interaction 

  

Cooperating 

Can relate own contribution skilfully to that of others.  

12 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Interaction 

  

Asking for clarification 

Can ask for explanation or clarification to ensure they understand complex, abstract ideas in professional or 

academic contexts, live or online.  

13 Communicative 

Language Strategies - 

Interaction 

  

Monitoring and Repair 

Can backtrack when they encounter a difficulty and reformulate what they want to say without fully 

interrupting the flow of language.  

Can self-correct with a high degree of effectiveness.  

 

14 Linguistic Competence 

  

General Linguistic 

Range 

Can use a broad range of complex grammatical structures appropriately and with considerable flexibility.  

Can select an appropriate formulation from a broad range of language to express themselves clearly, without 

having to restrict what they want to say.  

 

15 Linguistic Competence 

  

Phonological Control 

Can employ the full range of phonological features in the target language with sufficient control to ensure 

intelligibility throughout. Can articulate virtually all the sounds of the target language; some features of 

accent(s) retained from other language(s) may be noticeable, but they do not affect intelligibility.  

16 Sociolinguistic 

Competence 

Can recognise a wide range of idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms, appreciating register shifts; may, 

however, need to confirm occasional details, especially if the accent is unfamiliar.  

Can understand humour, irony and implicit cultural references and pick up nuances of meaning. Can follow 

films employing a considerable degree of slang and idiomatic usage.  

Can use language flexibly and effectively for social purposes, including emotional, allusive and joking 

usage.  



Can adjust their level of formality (register and style) to suit the social context: formal, informal or colloquial 

as appropriate, and maintain a consistent register.  

Can frame critical remarks or express strong disagreement diplomatically.  
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Week 1 – content (pg. 8 – 24): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to reading, writing, listening and speaking.  

 Topics – Unit 1: Urban and rural life 

 Reading:  

- Exam skills: Matching Paragraphs 

- Learning strategies: Main idea of paragraphs, Dealing with new vocabulary,  

- Language focus: Articles with place names, Prefixes 

 Writing:  

- Exam skills: Graphs (Part 1) 

- Learning strategies: Identifying the main features of a line graph, Task achievement, Describing changes with adjectives and 

adverbs 

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Form completion, Multiple choice (Part 1) 

- Learning strategies: Understanding paraphrase, Dealing with numbers, names and spelling 

- Language focus: Verbs, Adverbs and adjectives for describing change 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 1): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A -Reading: match headings to corresponding paragraphs. 

 B - Writing: identify the main features of a line graph. 

 C-  Listening: listen to an audio recording and complete a corresponding form.* 

 D - Listening: use paraphrasing to complete a series of multiple-choice questions connected to an audio recording. 



 

Week 2 – content (pg 25 – 37): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 
 Topics – Unit 1: Urban and rural life/ Unit 2: Health 

 Speaking: 

- Exam skills: Urban and rural life (Part 1,2 and 3) 

- Language strategies: Overview of the three parts of the test, Identifying functions of questions 

- Language focus: Future time conditionals, Pronunciation: future time conditionals  

 

 Reading:  

- Exam skills: Flow chart and table completion, Sentence completion 

- Learning strategies: Skimming, Scanning, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language Focus: Quantifiers, Suffixes 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 2): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Speaking: follow prompts while answering a long-answer question. 
 B - Speaking: assess whether given answers would be strong or weak in relation to an IELTS Speaking Test. 

 C - Reading: identify common errors in relation to quantifiers. 

 D - Reading: complete a flow chart or table connected to a text. 



Week 3 – content (pg 38 –51): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to listening, speaking and reading. 

 

 Topics – Unit 2:  Health 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Advantages and disadvantages essay (Part 2) 

- Learning strategies: Main and supporting ideas, Coherence markers for extending answers 

- Language focus: Vocabulary for expressing advantages/disadvantages, Discourse markers for extending answers  

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Table completion, Note completion 

- Learning strategies: Using headings, Predicting answers 

- Language focus: Determiners and quantifiers 

 Speaking: 

- Exam skills: Health and diet (Parts 1 and 3) 

- Learning strategies: Answering Part 1 questions, Developing Part 3 answers, Fluency and coherence 

- Language focus: Idioms related to mistakes when speaking, Using discourse markers to extend answers 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 3): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Writing: use topic and supporting sentences to structure a written response to a question. 
 B - Writing: use discourse markers to extend written answers.  

 C - Listening: use relevant techniques to help predict answers while listening to an audio recording. 



 D - Speaking: use discourse markers to extend oral answers. 

 

Week 4 – content (pg 52 – 64): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to writing, listening and speaking. 

 Topics – Unit 3: Art and Architecture 

 Reading: 

- Exam skills: True/False/Not Given, Multiple choice 

- Learning strategies: Identifying main and supporting ideas 

- Language focus: Past tenses, Vocabulary for describing art 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Changes to a map (Part 1) 

- Learning strategies: Summarising information, Coherence and cohesion 

- Language focus: Sequence discourse markers, Contrast discourse markers 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 4): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Reading: identify the main and supporting ideas in a paragraph. 
 B - Reading: assess whether statements connected to a text are true/false/not given. 
 C - Writing: describe changes on a map. 

 D - Writing: demonstrate coherence and cohesion in writing. 

 

Week 5 – content (pg 65 – 78): 



Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 

 Topics – Unit 3: Art and Architecture 

 Listening:  

- Exam skills: Labelling a map, Multiple choice 

- Learning strategies: Following directions 

- Language focus: Prepositions of place, Vocabulary for rooms and buildings 

 Speaking: 

- Exam skills: Art and artists (Part 2) 

- Learning strategies: Making notes, structuring a long turn, using discourse markers to connect ideas 

- Language focus: Idioms for describing art 

 Reading:  

- Exam skills: Matching features, Multiple choice (global) 

- Learning strategies: Improving global understanding (main idea, purpose, title) 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to finance, Modals of obligations past and present 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 5): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Listening: label a map or plan while listening to an audio recording. 
 B - Speaking: make notes before answering a long answer question. 
 C - Speaking: structure an IELTS Speaking Part 2 answer appropriately. 
 D - Reading: demonstrate global understanding of a text. 

 



Week 6 – content (79 – 92): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to speaking. This week will also contain a mid-course assessment. 

 Topics: Unit 4: Finance and Business 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Agree or disagree essay (Part 2)  

- Learning strategies: Approaches to essay writing, Writing an introduction, Writing a conclusion 

- Language focus: Sequence discourse markers, Contrast discourse markers 

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Short answer questions, Diagram completion 

- Learning strategies: Using questions to follow an academic talk, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to money 

 Speaking:  

- Exam skills: Personal finances (Parts 2 and 3) 

- Learning strategies: Lexical resource, Expressing and justifying opinions 

- Language focus: Business collocations, Phrases for expressing importance and opinion, Modals of obligation, Pronunciation of 

have 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 6): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Writing: express the extent to which I agree or disagree with a statement. 

 B - Writing: write an introduction and conclusion to an agree/disagree essay. 

 C - Listening: label a diagram connected to a related audio recording. 

 D - Speaking: express and justify opinions on a given topic. 

  



Week 7 – content (pg. 93 – 109): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 
C1), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 
 

 Topics – Unit 4: Finance and Business/Unit 5: History 

 Reading: 

- Exam skills: Yes/No/Not Given, Matching features 

- Learning strategies: Identifying a writer`s claims or views, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to monarchy and rulers; Second, Third and Mixed conditionals 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Tables and bar charts (Part 1) 

- Learning strategies: Describing information in tables and bar charts, Achieving a high score for Coherence and Cohesion 

- Language focus: Discourse markers for Part 1 essays 

 Listening:  

- Exam skills: Multiple choice (two or more answers), Multiple matching 

- Learning strategies: Attitude and opinion, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to attitude and opinion, Past time expressions  

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 7): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Reading: identify a writers’ claims or views in a text. 

 B - Writing: describe information in tables and bar charts. 

 C - Listening: match one set of information with another based on an audio recording. 

 D - Listening: identify attitude and opinion in an audio recording. 



Week 8 – content (pg. 110 – 126): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 Topics – Unit 5: History/Unit 6: Science and Technology 

 Speaking 

- Exam skills: History (Parts 2 and 3) 

- Learning strategies: Grammatical Range and Accuracy, Agreeing / disagreeing with the proposition in the question 

- Language focus: Past time expressions, Expressions for agreeing / disagreeing  

 Reading: 

- Exam skills: Diagram completion, Summary completion (with and without options) 

- Learning strategies: Skimming and scanning, Understanding paraphrase  

- Language focus: Word families (Parts of speech), Future tenses 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Problem and solutions (two-in-one) essay (Part 2) 

- Learning strategies: Grammatical Range and Accuracy 

- Language focus: Verb patterns, Discourse markers of concession, Participle clauses for complex sentences 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 8): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Speaking: agree and disagree with a given proposition. 

 B - Reading: complete a summary completion task with and without boxes of options. 

 C - Writing: answer two questions in one essay. 

 D - Writing: express contrast/concession using “despite” and “although”. 



 

Week 9 – content (127- 138): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to writing, listening, speaking and reading. 

 Topics - Unit 6: Science and Technology 

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Multiple choice (two or more answers), Flow chart completion  

- Learning strategies: Explaining cause and effect 

- Language focus: Discourse markers for cause and effect 

 Speaking:  

- Exam skills: Science and technology (Parts 1, 2 and 3) 

- Learning strategies: Grammatical Range and Accuracy, Buying time to answer 

- Language focus: Verb patterns 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 9): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Listening: complete multiple-choice questions with multiple answers and single answers. 

 B - Listening: answer flow-chart completion tasks. 

 C - Speaking: demonstrate grammatical range and accuracy during a speaking task. 

 D - Speaking: employ appropriate strategies to “buy time” when answering questions. 

 



 

Week 10 – content (139 – 154): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to reading, writing and listening. 

 Topics – Unit 7: Television, News and Current Affairs 

 Reading: 

- Exam skills: Matching information, Short answer questions, Matching sentence endings 

- Learning strategies: Locating information in a text, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to journalism, Passive  

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Pie charts (Part 1) 

- Learning strategies: Describing percentages and fractions, Describing a pie chart, Grammatical Range and Accuracy 

- Language focus: Expressing approximation, Passive 

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Sentence completion, Flow-chart completion 

- Learning strategies: Using signposting language to follow a talk, Understanding paraphrase 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to journalism                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 10): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Reading: answer short-answer questions related to a text. 

 B - Writing: describe percentages and fractions. 

 C - Writing: describe a pie chart. 

 D - Listening: follow a talk which uses signposting language. 



Week 11 – content (pg 155 – 166): 

Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to speaking, reading and writing. 

 Topic – Unit 7: Television, News and Current Affairs/Unit 8: Culture 

 Speaking: 

- Exam skills: Television (Parts 1,2 and 3) 

- Learning strategies: Correcting yourself/clarifying 

- Language focus: Vocabulary for describing TV, Pronunciation: corrective stress, Passive expressions with impersonal it 

 Reading: 

- Exam skills: Review of task types 

- Learning strategies: Reviewing reading skills 

- Language focus: Relative clauses 

 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 11): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Speaking: use a range of phrases to correct myself or clarify something. 
 B - Speaking (Grammar): use the passive voice when answering questions.  

 C - Reading: use skimming and scanning techniques to answer questions related to a text. 

 D - Reading (Grammar): differentiate between defining and non-defining relative clauses. 

 

Week 12 – content (pg. 167 – 183): 



Developing competency of language and exam skills relating to the IELTS Certification aimed at a target band score of 7.0 (CEFR Level: 

C1), with specific focus given to listening and speaking. 

 Topic - Unit 8: Culture 

 Writing: 

- Exam skills: Describing a process (Part 1), Opinion based essay (Part 2) 

- Learning strategies: Writing a complete essay 

- Language focus: Vocabulary related to handicrafts, Passive, sequence discourse markers 

 Listening: 

- Exam skills: Note completion, sentence completion 

- Learning strategies: Using notes to follow a talk, checking your answers 

- Language focus: Word information, prepositions in relative clauses  

 Speaking: 

- Culture (review of all 3 parts of the test)  

- Learning strategies: Review of speaking skills 

- Language focus: Review of discourse markers for speaking, Clauses with indefinite pronouns 

 

Can Do Statements (MIMLOs) (end of week 12): 

I can, to a C1 level,... 

 A - Writing: describe a process. 

 B - Writing: identify the steps needed to write a complete essay. 

 C - Listening: use notes to follow a talk.  

 D - Speaking: answer Speaking Parts 1, 2 and 3 questions with answers of appropriate length, coherence and cohesion. 
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